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Programme outcome - Anthropology 

Undergraduate curriculum of B.Sc. (Honours) Anthropology, wef. 2017-2018 

Academic year 

 

The three year degree course of anthropology is designed to cater towards a holistic understanding of 

the human beings. With the introduction of the Choice Based Credit System a special care is taken to 

ensure that a student acquire necessary skills to deal with the subject.   

After the completion of the course a student is expected to learn: 

a. A thorough understanding of the human past with special emphasis on prehistory and 

protohistory phase of the past 

b. A comprehensive understanding of the biological aspect of human beings through the study of 

human evolution and variation. 

c. A critical understanding of human social and cultural variation. 

A graduate student of anthropology would be able to understand the reasons and complexities of 

human variations in past and in present. S/he would be able to handle and formulate complex 

questions of human kind like who we are; How many types we are; What we are; and Why are in a 

particular way. The student would be able to communicate effectively with strangers and gather base 

level socio-economic data from different societies. S/he should be able to do the basic documentation 

of prehistoric implements for museums and collect and analyse biological data ranging from non-

invasive body measurements to serology.  

Students usually pursue higher education towards Masters in Science in anthropology or finds job in 

NGOs, corporations and in MNCs. A large number of candidates aiming for administrative services 

like Indian Administrative Servie (IAS) and state level services like West Bengal Civil Services 

Examination (WBCS) opt for anthropology. A section of the students also go out and take preparation 

for service related examinations.  

  



Course outcome – Anthropology 

Learning Outcomes-based Curriculum Framework (LOCF) 

Semester I 

 

 ANTACOR01T: INTRODUCTION TO BIOLOGICAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

The first paper deals with the basics of biological anthropology, introduces students to human 

human anatomy, basics of evolution and primates. By end of the course a student is expected 

to know the basics of human evolution their relationship with primates. 

 

 ANTACOR01P: INTRODUCTION TO BIOLOGICAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

This practical paper gives a practical idea of how to identify human bones and also the basics 

of anthroposcopy. A student is expected to learn to identify human skeletal anatomy and 

know the basics of human morphological feature-based classification. 

 

 ANTACOR02T: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL-CULTURAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

Second paper focuses on the fundamental concepts of society and culture, including the 

concrete conceptual domains of anthropology. A student after completing this paper is 

expected to know the basic parameters of studying society and culture. 

 

 ANTACOR02P: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL-CULTURAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

The practical paper enables students to use a few basic tools of data collection including 

schedule/questionnaire, case study and genealogical chart. 

 

  



Semester II 

 ANTACOR03T: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

Semester II students are introduced first to the archaeological anthropology in paper three. 

They are exposed towards the basic theory and methodology of studying archaeological 

anthropology. After the end of the course a student is expected to learn theory, methodology 

of prehistory and also have a good understanding of world prehistory. 

 

 ANTACOR03P: ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

Students are taught to identify, draw and label prehistoric implements following standardised 

documentation technique. After completion a student is expected to learn to catalogue 

prehistoric implements 

 

 ANTACOR04T: FUNDAMENTALS OF HUMAN ORIGIN AND 

EVOLUTION 

 

In this paper human evolution is taught. A student is expected to learn the fossil evidences 

supporting the evolutionary ideas. A student is expected to learn how to make sense of human 

evolution. 

 

 ANTACOR04P: FUNDAMENTALS OF HUMAN ORIGIN AND 

EVOLUTION 

This is an introductory practical for the students to learn identifying key hominid fossils. At 

the end of the course a student should be able to identify key anatomical characteristics in the 

evolutionary spectrum. 

 

Semester III 

 

 ANTACOR05T: TRIBES AND PEASANTS IN INDIA 

Study of tribal population has been an integral part of anthropology and fifth paper of the 

course deals with tribal population through the challenging dimensions of development, 

vulnerability and so on. A student is expected to learn different problems of tribes and 

peasants.  

 ANTACOR05P: TRIBES AND PEASANTS IN INDIA 

One of the major methodological endeavours by anthropologists over the year has been the 

use of ethnography and production of ethnographic monographs. In this practical paper 

students are given a choice to read and review one of the key ethnographic monographs. They 

are guided thoroughly to write a book review. At the end of this practical work they should be 

able to have some understanding of how to review a book. 

 

 ANTACOR06T: HUMAN ECOLOGY: BIOLOGICAL & CULTURAL 

DIMENSIONS 

Human ecology has an interesting dimension in both biological and social-cultural 

anthropology. Paper 6 deals with this. At the end of this course, a student is expected to have 

comprehensive idea about the ecological background of human diversity and adaptability.  



 ANTACOR06P: HUMAN ECOLOGY: BIOLOGICAL & CULTURAL 

DIMENSIONS 

To understand the human diversity anthropologists have developed several tools and one of 

them is scientific measurement of human body, i.e., anthropometry. In this paper a student is 

taught to measure human body to quantify human diversity.  

 

 ANTACOR07T: BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN HUMAN 

POPULATIONS 

This paper introduces racial and population biology. A student is expected to learn major 

variables of human variation including markers and sources.  

 ANTACOR07P: BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN HUMAN 

POPULATIONS 

One of the traditional tools of studying biological diversity is craniometry. Students are 

trained to measure human bones and formulate indices. 

  



Semester IV 

 ANTACOR08T: THEORIES OF CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

Theories of social-cultural anthropology involve the tools of explaining and make sense of the 

reality. A student is taught all the major theories of social sciences with specific emphasis on 

anthropological theories. Students are expected to not only know the wide varieties of abstract 

parameters, but are also expected conceptualise social-cultural reality through theory. 

 ANTACOR08P: THEORIES OF CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

The practical paper has two components. First, reading two to five texts or combinations 

related to the theories they have studied and make a presentation. Second, they are expected 

to prepare a report based on primary or secondary data on any issues of relevance.  

 ANTACOR09T: HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

This paper is a combination of biologica and cultural aspects related to human growth. A 

student is expected to learn how biological and cultural factors influence growth. 

 

 ANTACOR09P: HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMEN 

The practical paper gives students an opportunity to make certain statistical calculations from 

basic growth data. A student is expected to learn to collect basic data related to human 

growth, calculate them and draw inference out of them. 

 

 ANTACOR10T: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Students are taught the basics of research methodology beginning with research design to data 

analysis. A student after completing this course is expected to learn the basics of research 

design, data collection techniques and analysis of the data for writing up.  

 ANTACOR10P: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The first step towards doing a research is to problematize a situation. In this practical paper a 

student is expected to learn fundamentals of writing up a proposal. In second component of 

the practical students are taught to any statistical software to calculate statistical measures of a 

secondary data set. In the third component students are taught to use modern library. At the 

end of all three components of the practical a student should be able to formulate a research 

proposal, use basic statistics and use modern library for review of the literature. 

  



Semester – V 

 ANTACOR11T: HUMAN GENETICS 

In this paper a student is given sufficient exposure towards the basics of human genetics. By 

the end of the course a student should be aware of history and contemporary domains of 

human genetics. They should be able to make sense out of human diversity through genetic 

principles. 

 ANTACOR11P: HUMAN GENETICS 

The practical paper consists of three different aspects of studying human genetics, a) ABO 

blood grouping, b) colour blindness testing and c) PTC taste testing ability.  

 

 ANTACOR12T: ANTHROPOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

One of the applications of anthropology lies in the welfare of human beings across the globe. 

After studying this course, a student should learn basic theories, concepts and models of 

development dynamics throughout the world. They should also learn the major problems of 

India and possible solutions and problems within those solutions.  

 

 ANTACOR12P: ANTHROPOLOGY IN PRACTICE 

This practical paper has two major components. In the first component a student is expected 

to learn how to evaluate a development initiative taken by government and in the second 

component they visit any Gram Panchayat or Municipality to understand the dynamics of 

decentralised decision making.  

Discipline specific electives for Semester V 

 

 ANTADSE01T: INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

Students taking this paper are exposed to a great extent on the major archaeological findings 

in India. At the end of the course, a student should know the history of Indian archaeology, 

major cultural divisions and sites. 

 ANTADSE01P: INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 

Archaeology is a field based discipline and it requires a lot of field training. A student is 

taught to read and interpret toposheets, use of GIS and then make a visit to archaeological site 

or at a place having geomorphological importance.  

 ANTADSE02T: ANTHROPOLOGY OF HEALTH 

This paper is designed to enable student understand the bio-cultural complexities of the study 

of health and healing practices. A student is expected to learn human health as a complex 

outcome of the interaction between human biology and culture.  

 ANTADSE02P: ANTHROPOLOGY OF HEALTH 

In the practical component of the paper a student is expected to learn how to prepare a 

schedule for collecting health related data and they are given exposure to write up a report on 

any health related issues using data.  

 ANTADSE03T: TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA 

This paper stresses on the history and problems of tribal development in India and also 

focuses on the problems faced by tribal people. A student is expected to learn tribal 

development dynamics and their protests in India.  

 ANTADSE03P: TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA 



In the practical component of the practical a student is prepared to use an Indian map and plot 

different tribal people to learn about the distribution of tribal population in our country. In the 

second component of the practical students are trained to prepare a report on any of the 

Scheduled Tribe of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Population in India. 

SEMESTER – VI 

 ANTACOR13T: FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY 

In this paper students are taught the fundamentals of using anthropology for forensic sciences. 

Students are expected to learn differentiating human remains from other materials and also 

know the basics of fingerprinting.  

 

 ANTACOR14T: ANTHROPOLOGY OF INDIA 

This paper exclusively deals with the growth and development of anthropology in India. A 

student is expected to learn the personalities and concepts developed by anthropological 

studies in India. 

 ANTACOR14P: ANTHROPOLOGY OF INDIA 

In the practical component of the paper students are given any ethnographic book on India 

and are asked to review it. In the second component of the paper students are to prepare a 

report on contributions of Indian anthropologists.  

Discipline Specific Elective Semester – VI 

 ANTADSE04T: PHYSIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

This course deals with human physiology and its various risk factors. A student after finishing 

this course is expected to learn the basics of human physiology, homeostasis and various 

diseases and their impacts.  

 ANTADSE04P: PHYSIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

In the practical components a student is taught to use basic metrics to identify key factors of 

human physiology, like blood pressure, and body fat depositions.  

 ANTADSE05T: RURAL AND URBAN ANTHROPOLOGY 

Social-cultural anthropology has context of experiencing the life of the others and these range 

from rural to urban. This paper is an overview of both rural and urban anthropology. Having a 

comprehensive understanding of the concepts and theories developed by these studies a 

student should able to understand the complexities of settings.  

 ANTADSE05P: RURAL AND URBAN ANTHROPOLOGY 

Students are trained to document basic information of the neighbourhoods, special occasions, 

events and markets. They are trained to take photographs and write stories about them.  

 ANTADSE06P: DISSERTATION (MANDATORY) 

In this mandatory paper, a student is taken to a ‘field’ in a rural or urban setting to study and 

write down a comprehensive ethnographically inspired report on a group of people. They 

usually stay in the place, collect and write down reports on the people.   

 


